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Summary 

The below guidance has been issued by the Department for Education and endorsed by Public 
Health England.  

Grove Academy has published their COVID 19 risk assessment on our website. 

The below measures are in place to continue to reduce the spread of COVID 19 whilst offering 
students the opportunity to make the most of their learning opportunities this academic year. All 
guidance is in line with Step 4 of the government response to COVID 19 and Grove Academy 
recognises the importance of reducing the disruption to our students’ access to face to face, high 
quality education. 

The school will continue to work with the Local Authority to review this guidance regularly and will 
inform parents and students of any changes. 

We look forward to welcoming all students back to school in September. 

 

Changes that you can expect when your child returns to school in September 2021 

Tracing close contacts and isolation 

Students will no longer be notified by the school and directed to self-isolate. Close contacts will now 
be identified via NHS Test and Trace. 

NHS Test and Trace will work with any student identified as a positive case to identify close contacts. 
You will only be contacted by Test and Trace to isolate if you have been identified as a close contact 
by someone who has tested positive for COVID 19.  

Students are no longer required to isolate when they have been in contact with someone who has 
COVID 19. Instead, they will be required to take a PCR test. During this time student should continue 
to attend school. 
 

Mixing and ‘bubbles’ 

The DfE no longer recommend that it is necessary to keep children in ‘bubbles’.  

This means that: 

• classroom layouts can return to normal where they had been modified 

• children can mix more freely within their staggered times during breaks 

• assemblies can resume 

• School trips can resume 

• After school and extra-curricular clubs can resume 

 



Face coverings 

Face coverings are no longer advised for students either in classrooms or in communal areas. 

Staff and students may still choose to wear face coverings in school and where this is the case must 
follow the guidance for use set out in the school risk assessment. 

Students are advised to continue to ear face masks to and from school when using public transport.  

We will continue to keep the school well ventilated and will continue to enforce the importance of 
personal hygiene and regular hand washing. 

Asymptomatic testing 

Testing remains important in reducing the risk of transmission of infection within schools.  

All secondary school pupils will be asked to continue to undertake twice weekly home tests, on a 
Wednesday and a Sunday and log their results here: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result   

This will be reviewed by the government at the end of September.  

There is no need for primary age pupils to undertake the twice weekly home testing.  

Attendance 

School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it is our priority to 
ensure that as many children as possible regularly attend school. 

 

What to do in the event of a positive test result 

The most important symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of any of the following: 

• a new continuous cough 

• a high temperature 

• a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 
For most people, COVID-19 will be a mild illness. However, if a student has any of the symptoms 
above, even if symptoms are mild, they must stay at home and arrange to have a PCR test as soon as 
possible. They will then receive further instructions from NHS Test and Trace. 
 
If a student receives a positive self-test they are advised to stay at home and self-isolate until they 
have taken a PCR test. They will then receive further instructions from NHS Test and Trace. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

