
Welcome to 
Grove Academy

At Grove Academy we never forget that parents entrust us with one of the most 
important and rewarding jobs in the world, the education of their children.



Firstly and most importantly, I hope that both you and your families are keeping well. In these 
challenging and uncertain times, I wish to reassure you that we are doing everything we can to 
ensure that your move to secondary school is as smooth and enjoyable as possible. Although it 
might sound strange, some things have not changed at all! It remains to be the case that we are 
delighted that you have chosen Grove as your secondary school and we are excited for you to 
experience what school life is like here.

Please be aware that in light of the ongoing situation with the COVID-19 pandemic, we are 
currently updating our website and finalising our plans to support your transition to Grove 
Academy

We will be contacting every student joining us this week to update you on our plans. In the 
meantime, any questions or queries can be directed to this email address: 
admissions@groveacademy.co.uk

Please stay safe and well, and I look forward to welcoming you all in September.

Natalie Wismayer

Principal

Principal’s welcome

Click for a message from the Principal

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FQ334iei1hI


Grove Academy is the first all through school to open in Slough, offering pupils from 
the age of 4 to 18 a unique and exciting experience.

Grove was established through a unique and innovative partnership involving the 
Slough Association of Secondary Headteachers (SASH).

The aim of the SASH Education Trust is to provide a vibrant education for local pupils 
and Grove is at the centre of the strategy to ensure there is the widest possible 
curriculum choice for the young people of Slough. 



Our journey

September 2017- Slough’s first 
all through school opens 

providing places for students 
ages 4-18.

September 2019 - Temporary 
buildings go up at the 

Wellington Street site. 4 new 
Year 7 classes and 2 new 
Reception classes join us.

September 2020 – Grove 
Academy moves to its new 

building in Chalvey with  new 
Year 7 classes and the first year 

of Year 6 and KS4. 



Grove Academy's new site Grove Academy
Ladbrooke Road
Slough
SL1 2SR



Introduction from the Head of Year 7
The move to secondary school is a very important step in life. It is also an exciting step, but one that 
can be confusing.

Here at Grove Academy our values are be ready, be kind, be safe and be proud! And we believe that 
every pupil is an important individual, therefore we strive to ensure that every pupil is able to achieve 
success.

The move to secondary school is a very important step in the life. It is also an exciting step but one that 
can be confusing and might feel a little overwhelming at times. Here at Grove Academy, we aim to 
make the transition as smooth and enjoyable as possible.

I am hugely proud to be Head of Year 7. Our students settle into life at Grove Academy quickly and with 
ease. I am here to support you with anything you might find difficult.

I’m excited that you have chosen Grove Academy and we can’t wait for you to join us, and make your 
journey as smooth and enjoyable as possible, and allow you to achieve your full potential with us!

Ms Emma Davis          

Head of Year 7



Welcome from our students



Meet your Grove family 

Assessment and Curriculum Lead
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Natalie Wismayer
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Assistant Principal

Beth Bullen

Designated Safeguarding Lead
Assistant Principal
Quentin Gunderson

Pastoral Lead
Assistant Principal

Peter Blewett

Pastoral Lead
Assistant Principal
Danielle Whelan

Pastoral Manager
Chris Jones

SENCO
Ceceliah Muyah

Head of Year 7
Emma Davies

Office Manager
Pooja Barral
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Assistant Principal

David Styles



Our Vision
Grove Academy is a school where every child can feel welcome, successful and included. We want our 
pupils to:

Be responsible, fully active citizens who are kind to one another, ready to learn, know how to keep 
themselves safe and are proud of their achievements

Develop the confidence to participate in decision making, and have a creative input across the three 
areas of family well-being, public service and contribution to the economy

Engage in a curriculum which will encourage problem solving, critical reflection, research and 
challenge

Leave school confident in their ability to succeed and able to successfully access the world of work or 
further/higher education

Be able to learn new skills and engage in business markets that no one is yet able to define.

Be the future leaders of our society.

Recognise the importance of creativity and innovation to their future lives Active citizens, future 
leaders



Our curriculum
At Grove Academy, we believe that every child should feel welcome, successful and included. In the classroom this is 
demonstrated by:

1. Learning that is authentic and purposeful.

2. A commitment to high quality talk using formal, academic language at every opportunity.

3. Learning that makes ‘success’ clear and accessible to all, through lessons that prioritise knowledge key learning with 
retrieval practice woven in.

4. A relentless focus on planning and teaching of reading skills, so that students understand how meaning is constructed 
through language choice and form.

5. Learners being active participants in their learning and demonstrating high standards for themselves and each other 
through quality interactions and contributions both verbal and written. Books will evidence pride in learning.



The Grove uniform is 

available from Aqua 

Uniforms in Langley.

Shoes: Black school shoes

Skirts: Black and below the knee

Socks: Black below the knee

Jewellery: small studs and a watch

Be responsible, fully active citizens who are kind to one another, ready to learn, know how to keep themselves safe and are proud 
of their achievements

Grove Academy uniform



Grove Academy P.E Kit

UNIFORM:

The Grove P.E uniform is 

available from Aqua Uniforms 

in Langley.



Essential Equipment

Equipment to bring in everyday:

Pens

Pencils

Ruler

Rubber

Pencil Sharpener

Protractor

Compass

Scientific Calculator

Reading Book

Even better if:

• Colouring Pencils
• Dictionaries
• Highlighters
• Glue Stick



Items that are not allowed in school
Chewing gum

Fizzy drinks including high energy drinks

Glass bottles including perfume bottles

Jewellery except for a watch and one pair of plain stud earrings worn in the earlobes

Makeup

Aerosol cans including deodorants

Correction fluid

Permanent marker pens

Unnecessary money

Expensive items

Any items which are illegal to possess or carry, or inappropriate for the age of the 
child or the school environment.



Mobile phones
Whilst we acknowledge that having a mobile phone can add to students safety and be 
reassuring for parents, the use of mobile phones is not permitted on school premises.

If students do choose to bring their phones into school, these will be their 
responsibility.

Phones must remain switched off, out of sight and in their bags. 

Use of a mobile phone will lead to the phone being confiscated and a parent/ 
guardian will need to collect the phone from the office.



Time Activity

8.20 – 8.40am PSHE/RE/Assembly

8.40 – 9.40am Period 1

9.40 – 10.40am Period 2

10.40 – 11.10am Break 1 (Lunch)

11.10am – 12.10pm Period 3

12.10pm– 1.10pm Period 4

1.10pm – 1.40pm Break 2 (Lunch)

1.40pm – 2.40pm Period 5

2.40pm Gates Open

2.50 – 3.50pm Clubs

Meetings

The school day at Grove Academy

We are hoping to offer breakfast and 
afterschool club but this is currently dependent 
on the guidance we receive based on the 
response to the national COVID-19 pandemic.

Assemblies will not take place until further 
guidance is provided about the COVID-19 risk.

We encourage students to chose the healthier 
and more environmentally friendly option of 
cycling or walking to school

Registration is taken every lesson and at both 
form times also.

Please note exact timings for break and 
lunchtimes remain under review.



Form time

Dear- Drop Everything and Read. Students must have a reading book with them everyday.



Lunchtime arrangements
Here at Grove Academy, we are excited to offer our students the best food we can. 
Healthy food is important in keeping your child fuelled throughout the day.

We have a fully equipped brand new restaurant and cafeteria on our new site, which will 
provide a variety of nutritious food everyday. Details of setting up payment accounts will 
follow soon.

Currently lunch time will takes place in the school restaurant.

Your child is welcome to bring a healthy pack lunch. Please note fizzy/ energy drinks and 
any products with nuts are not allowed and will be confiscated.

To support your child's success please make sure the pack lunch includes only nutritious 
and healthy food.



Home Learning 

Grove academy use the Show My 
Homework platform to set work for 
home learning.

Your child and yourself will receive 
instructions and login details in 
September to access this platform

Homework will be set at least once a 
week for all subjects.



Induction day plan
Details on our induction day plans to follow once we have clearer guidance from our 
local authority in light of the national COVID-19 pandemic.

Due to the pandemic we are unable to offer an onsite induction days, as is the case for 
all Slough secondary schools, as a result of the national COVID pandemic

We will endeavour to visit as many feeder schools as we can and contact pupils 
wherever possible. 

Please send any queries to admissions@groveacademy .co.uk



Grove Academy Behaviour Expectations
We respect the right of everyone to study and in work in a positive learning environment.

We will create and maintain a positive learning environment in the following ways:

We will ensure we are ready to start the academy day with the correct equipment and line up calmly.

We will work to the best of our ability in lessons, ensuring that we do not disrupt our own learning or the learning of others.

We will treat others with respect, tolerance and kindness at all times.

We will walk in a single file (on the left), with pace and purpose throughout the academy building, maintaining a calm 
atmosphere at all times.

We will respect the academy environment by keeping it clean and placing litter in bins.

We will enter and leave the academy building at lunch and end of day in a calm manner.

We will wear correct academy uniform at all times including on the way to and from the academy.

We are sensible and respectful of others on the way to and from the academy acting as ambassadors for Grove Academy.

We will not bring any items into Grove Academy which are banned.



Preparing for the school day
Being prepared for school each day is about good organisation and preparing ahead. Since school is where you 
will spend most of your week, it will help to put a routine into place.

To help you be prepared for school each day you should try to do the following :

• Check your school bag has the correct books and equipment the night before.
• Check you timetable to see if you have P.E and make sure your P.E kit is clean and packed the night before.
• Put a reading book in your bag the night before.
• Every evening check your uniform is clean and ready to wear the next day. Including shoes, socks and tie.
• Make sure all your homework is completed for the next day and is in your bag.
• Prepare your packed lunch for the morning, including a water bottle.
• Set an alarm to wake you up in the morning. 
• Every morning make sure you eat a good breakfast, as this improves your performance and will make your 

brain cells active! 

It is your responsibility to ensure you are ready and on time for school every day.



Rewards evenings. These include movie and pizza night, school disco, 
bowling and many more fun activities.

Merit system

Personalised postcards to celebrate achievement and progress.

Phone calls home to share achievements. 

Celebratory end of term assemblies.

Rewards system



Recognise the importance of creativity and innovation to their future lives Active citizens, future leaders

Enrichment opportunities at Grove academy
Choir

Chess club

Media club

Science club

Kick football

Girls only sports club

Origami

Knitting/Crochet club

Reading club

Homework club

Year 8 sports leaders level one 

Year 9 sports leaders level two. 

Year 9 Leadership skills programme in Maths English and 
Science.

We are currently providing a range of enrichment 
opportunities that support students’ learning and 
skills. 
We are looking at further extending these 
opportunities and are planning exciting projects for 
next year. These include STEM days, Alan Sennitt
Award, The Brilliant Club and many more!



Student parliament- Your view matters 
Student parliament gives our students: 

• The chance to represent your form class in regular 
student parliament meetings.

• Opportunities to report back to form class following 
meetings and wider school events/ meetings.

• Opportunities to initiate discussion and debate.

• To participate in making decisions about the school, 
along with staff and school governors.

• To be a representative of the students of Grove 
Academy at important public occasions.

• To assist in compiling a half termly newsletter to 
inform staff and students about the school parliament 
and any relevant updates





FAQs What are the arrangements for dropping and picking up our children from school? 

How does the school communicate with parents? 

What should I do if I am worried about my child?

What do I do if I need to speak with my child's teacher? 

What do I do if my child is late to school?

What do I do if I am going to be late in collecting my child??

What do I do if my child is on prescribed medication?

What happen if my child has a medical/dental appointment during school time?

What do I do if my child is ill?

How much homework will my child get a day?

Are student taught in sets? How do these sets get decided?

What if my child cannot speak English very well yet?

Do I need to buy any textbooks to support my child's learning? 

When will my child’s induction day take place?

COVID-19- What impact will this have on schools opening in September?



Please Note: 

Due to the pandemic Year 7 will be taught in form classes 
in the academic year coming up, to minimise movement 
and group changes.


