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Thursday 20th August  

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
  

I hope this finds you and your families well after what can only be described as an 
unexpected and challenging time for us all. I have remained mindful of how difficult this 
period has been for many and I would like to thank all of you for your support over 
the recent months. You have done a great job! It was a delight to see children back in 
school last term wherever guidance permitted.  Our staff have missed those children whom 
we have not been able to see and have planned thoughtfully with their needs in mind. We 
are now excited to welcome back our whole school community and resume on site 
learning. Plans below remain as ever, subject to change in response to 
circumstances government guidance  
  

As you will be aware from Mr Caulfield's communication, our new building has been set 
back by a number of weeks as a result of Covid 19, but we are excited to see 
the strong progress being made. During my most recent visit last week, I was reminded of 
just how much space we will have and of the outstanding facilities which will enhance our 
children's learning experiences. We will of course keep you updated with progress on the 
new building and are hopeful that the delay will not be protracted.   
  

Please accept my apologies for such a long communication but there is much essential 
information to share with you.  
  

Primary provision including Reception  
All Early Years and primary provision will remain at Wellington Street until we move. The 
children have had an opportunity for a transition session, with many of them meeting their 
new teacher.    
  

Secondary provision  
Secondary will occupy alternative accommodation as well as receiving lessons at Wellington 
Street. We are fortunate to have facilities at both Arbour Park and Slough Hockey Club until 
we can complete our move into the new building. Core lessons of English, Maths and 
Science will all be delivered at Wellington Street as will MFL, Citizenship, Geography and 
History. We have purposed the alternative spaces for Art, Design and Technology, 
Drama, Music, PE, PSHRE and independent learning. There will be a rotation across sites 
throughout the week to ensure that all students access a broad and balanced curriculum. At 
secondary, we will operate a two week timetable; the majority of core lessons will remain 
the same week on week but there may be some minor changes to their timetable which will 
be shared with students on their first day back. Please support your child with their 
organisation and ensure they have the correct equipment for their day ahead. 
We will supply them with planners this year to help them and you be prepared for learning.  
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Bubbles: keeping safe  
As per government guidelines, primary and secondary students will function within bubbles 
of year groups and we will minimise contact and interaction as far as is reasonably 
practicable. Students will remain in class bases each day at Wellington Street and teachers 
will travel to their rooms to deliver to them. In many cases, teachers will be working across 
bubbles. At our off site provisions, it will be necessary for students to move 
across classrooms, however students will remain within their year group bubble.  We will 
minimise interaction with staggered start and finish times, staggered breaks and 
lunches. Risk assessments for all sites will be published on our school website by Thursday 
20th August. We are always happy to talk through safety measures in place to make school 
as safe as possible. Please contact the school office if you would like a member of staff to 
call you. Please note that at this point in time parents are only permitted on site by prior 
appointment and will need to drop children off at respective gates.  
  

Attendance is compulsory for all  
We are delighted to fully open to all year groups from September and you will have seen 
from government announcements that attendance is now mandatory and all pupils are 
expected back in school unless you are able to submit medical documentation stating your 
child should not attend. Should you not supply such documents, any absence will be 
unauthorised.  We understand that some families may be anxious and we urge you to 
contact us to discuss your worries so that we can support you to get your child back 
into education so they do not fall behind.   
  

Face coverings  
Students will not be required to wear face coverings in school because they will interact as 
part of a year group bubble.  They should however wear face coverings in public indoor 
spaces such as shops and on public transport. Staff may wear face coverings; we know that 
adults have a slightly increased vulnerability to Covid. Your child's teacher will also teach 
from the front of the class and remain 2 metres away whenever possible. Please remind 
your child that they must keep their distance from adults in order to keep them safe. Staff 
will gently remind children of this rule should they forget. In exceptional cases, if a student 
repeatedly and deliberately jeopardises the safety of staff, sanctions may be applied.   
  

In case of illness  
If a child becomes unwell at school with Covid-like symptoms, the office will contact you 
immediately to ask you to collect them, and you will be expected to have your child tested, 
notifying school of the result. In the event that your child has a positive result, they will be 
required to isolate for 10 days and their family for 14 days. Public Health England will advise 
on any closure of school to individual year groups should such a situation occur and school 
will continue to offer home learning in such circumstances. As is rightly emphasised, 
hand washing and respiratory hygiene are the very best protection. May I reiterate my 
previous request that all contact numbers are live and accessible; we must be able to 
contact you during the day.  
  

 
Medical – Secondary  
 

Year 7  
Any student requiring medication will need to provide two sets of medication which will be 
securely stored on each site.  
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Year 8-10  
Students requiring medication should provide three sets- one for each site.   
All students requiring medication or with a health care plan should complete an updated 
form and return to the office. Each site will of course have first aid trained staff. Senior 
Leads will be happy to discuss your child’s needs with you directly. Please contact the office 
should you wish to discuss a health condition.   
  

Enhanced cleaning  
We have employed additional cleaners on all sites to clean all learning areas both at the end 
of the day and as part of an ongoing hygiene regime whilst the children are on site. 
Additionally, we have installed wall mounted hand sanitisers and handwashing and 
sanitisation will become a new part of our school routines. Your child is welcome to bring a 
small bottle of hand sanitiser to school with them.  
  

Transport  
We strongly encourage children to walk to school or cycle wherever possible. Please 
remember you must bring a lock to secure bicycles or scooters. Where such travel is not 
possible, students can be transported by car although parking may be limited. On public 
transport, face coverings must be worn.   
  

We will transport secondary students to off site provisions by coach from the Thames Valley 
University car park which is a 4 minute walk from the main Wellington Street building where 
parking is available.  It is imperative that students arrive at the correct time as, in line with 
guidance, we will be operating a system of staggered starts and finishes to minimise 
interaction and keep everyone safe. All students will be dismissed from the TVU car park at 
the end of the day. Students will not be required to wear a face covering on the coach as 
they will be travelling within their peer bubble group.  
  

A small number of students have previously accessed the school minibus facility to and from 
Chalvey but please note we will not be in a position to operate this in September.  
  

Lunches  
Until we move into the new building, we will be offering packed lunches (payment can be 
made via Parent Pay) or you may send your child in with a healthy packed lunch from 
home.  You will have received an email and survey requesting information on your lunch 
plans for September.  Please remember that all children from Reception to Year Two are 
entitled to a free school lunch.  It is essential that we have this information to prepare 
sufficient food for all children.  We are a no nuts school and fizzy drinks and sweets are 
banned from the school site.  Once in Chalvey, a full range of hot meals will be on offer and 
we will share the menu with you ahead of the move.  
 
Uniform and equipment  
All children will be expected to attend in full school uniform and will change into PE kits as 
required. Guidance is that children bring their own basic equipment into school. Please send 
your child in with a pencil case with pens/pencils, a rubber, ruler and sharpener as advised 
by their class teacher.   
  

School uniform can be purchased at   
AQUA UNIFORMS  
274B HIGH STREET 
LANGLEY 
SL3 8HD  
WWW.AQUAUNIFORMS.CO.UK  

http://www.aquauniforms.co.uk/
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Telephone: 01753 580722  
Email: sales@aquauniforms.co.uk  
 

Items must be clearly labelled with your child's name and form group. All students are 
expected to attend school in full school uniform.  
  

Secondary Sports Footwear  
All secondary students will already be aware that Slough Hockey Club offer a premier quality 
sports pitch which requires students to wear astro turf trainers (not moulds or studs) when 
playing. We are fortunate that Arbour Park Football Club have also offered us full use of 
their outdoor facilities and pitch which necessitates similar footwear requirements.  When 
purchasing sports footwear for the new academic year, please refer to the attached 
information and guidance about which footwear will be acceptable at both of these sites. If 
you have any queries, please email office@groveacademy.co.uk and a member of the sports 
staff will help you.  

Please note, your child will not be able to access their curriculum without the 

correct footwear.  

  

Secondary ICT  
We will be supplementing our ICT equipment on our alternative sites and I am investing in 
laptops for students to use as needed. All secondary students will need to bring ear 
phones to school. These can be purchased very cheaply and we would strongly discourage 
any expensive items being brought to school as we do not take responsibility for students' 
personal possessions.   
  

New staff  
We are thrilled to have appointed seventeen new members of staff across the school to 
strengthen our growing school.  I am sure you will join me in welcoming:  
  
SEPTEMBER STARTERS  
PRIMARY  
Class Teacher  Ms Baxi  
Class Teacher  Ms Samra  
Teaching Assistant   Ms Fernandes  
Teaching Assistant  Ms. Bhattacharyya  
Teaching Assistant   Ms.  Bhattacharyya  
Teaching Assistant   Ms. Sattar  
      
SECONDARY     
Head of English  Ms. Chaggar  
Humanities Teacher  Ms. Perkins  
Head of Science  Mr. Abbas  
Head of History  Ms.Siddiqie  
Head of MFL  Ms. Cummins  
Head of PE/HOY  Mr. Barnston  
Science Teacher  Ms. Khan  
EAL Leader with English  Ms. Rafii  
English Teacher  Mr Gerrard  
Maths Teacher  Mr. Kimani  
DT Teacher  Mr.Harders  
  

We are also delighted to announce that Mrs Okoro has assumed the position of Associate 
Assistant Principal as part of the Senior Leadership Team. She will remain the class teacher 
for Year 6 and will also lead KS2.  Mrs Wilson will be Primary Reading Leader and Mrs 
Panesar will assume the post of KS1 Leader.  
  

 
 

mailto:sales@aquauniforms.co.uk
mailto:office@groveacademy.co.uk


 
Grove Academy is part of the SASH Education Trust, which is a charitable company limited by guarantee.  Company No 07956692. 

Registered in England and Wales.  Registered Offices: Ditton Park Academy, Kings Reach, Slough, SL3 7UX 

 
 

September 2020 start dates   
1st and 2nd September 2020:   INSET Staff training  
  

Thursday 3rd September 2020: Year 7 and 10 only  
Secondary students should arrive at the Wellington Street entrance.  
Year 7:  8.20am - 12.00pm. Please send your child in with a packed lunch and a bottle of 
water (Those children eligible for Free School Meals will have a packed lunch provided).  
Year 10: 1pm-2.45pm.   

  

Primary: As per staggered start timings and entry points (emails will be sent directly to 
parents today)  
  

Friday 4th September 2020: Year 8 and 9 only  
Secondary students should arrive at the Wellington Street entrance.  
Year 8: 8.20am-12.00pm. Please send your child in with a packed lunch and a bottle of 
water (Those children eligible for Free School Meals will have a packed lunch provided).  
Year 9:1pm-2.45pm   

  

Primary: As per staggered start timings (emails will be sent directly to parents today)  
   

Monday 7th September- all years in full attendance. Lunches will be provided whose 
parents have made payment via Parent Pay. Students eligible for Free School Meals and 
UIFSM will continue to receive a packed lunch. We will assume that if parents have not paid 
for a school packed lunch via Parent Pay will be providing their own healthy packed lunch.  
*Please note Reception start dates will be directly communicated to parents  
  

Grove Academy Term dates for the academic year are now available on our school website 
but remain subject to change in response to Covid 19.  
  

You will receive an attachment containing specific details of your child’s staggered start 
times and daily site.  
  

I am sure there is a lot to digest so if you need to, contact us. The school 
office is open between the hours of 8am-4pm to make sure we are all ready for September 
to get back into learning. I have been so proud of our school community and am especially 
thankful for the emails and calls from you thanking staff for their phone calls, visits and 
support. Although disappointing that we cannot move in September, we are excited to 
welcome our school community back and learn together now we can all come back to 
school.  
    

Very best wishes,  
  
 

  

Natalie Wismayer  
 

 

 

 

  


