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Wednesday 26th August 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

As previously advised, all off site provision will be transported from Thames Valley 

University car park which is a 4 minute walk from the main building, SL1 1YG. If you bring 

your child to school by car you may drop them off at the Grove Academy car park as there is 

no vehicular access to the TVU car park. Your child will then be expected to walk around. In 

order to ensure they arrive at the correct please plan your journey carefully as there is a 

new bus lane introduced recently which has significantly increased journey times to school. 

On arrival in TVU car park a member of the Senior Leadership Team will meet them and 

direct them on to the coach where they will be asked to remove their masks and to sanitise 

their hands. If your child arrives late for any reason and misses the coach, they must report 

to the office in Wellington Street where alternative arrangements will be made and they will 

receive a late detention at the end of the day. You will receive notification from the office. 

Drop off and collection at Wellington Street 

If you have more than one child invited to attend school, all children should be dropped off 

promptly at their given time slot and picked up on time. 

Please arrange for one parent/carer to bring and collect your child to school from the main 

entrance. Please do not enter the site or gather around the front of the entrance. Once on 

site, a member of staff will guide your child into the into the building. Where possible, only 

the children eligible to attend school should be present at the point of drop-off and/or 

collection.  

However, we do understand that some families may not be able to make childcare 

arrangements for siblings who would otherwise need to remain at home. Under no 

circumstances, during drop-off or collection times, should parents congregate at entrance 

gates or doors, nor should they enter the site. 

Bus Groups 

New Year 7 students will be informed of their tutor group at their induction on Thursday 3rd 

or Friday 4th September. This will determine whether your child will be allocated to Bus 

group A or B. 

Uniform 

All students are expected to wear the formal school uniform. Please also remember to send 

your child to school with a reading book, pencil case, and a water bottle daily. 
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Bicycles 

Your child is welcome to cycle to school on the days when they are based at Wellington 

Street. Children should dismount their bike in advance of the school gate. Bikes should be 

wheeled in the school site and social distancing maintained. Bikes should be wiped down 

and sanitised. Please ensure that bikes are securely locked. 

Face masks 

You will be aware that there has been considerable debate whether face covering should be 

compulsory for secondary children. We would encourage you to send your child in with one 

and we will follow government advice which may change at short notice. Should you wish 

for your child to wear PPE equipment while at school, you are welcome to provide this for 

your child, so long as they can use it appropriately without the need for adult intervention 

or support during the school day. PPE will be worn when providing first aid to all children. 

Due to the nature of delivering first aid, this designated member of staff will be required to 

wear PPE equipment, for the protection of both the children and staff.  

Attendance 

Regular and punctual attendance is now mandatory. The attendance and punctuality policy 

will be robustly implemented. 

Well being 

We have also been considering what reintegration activities and well-being support pupils 

might need initially, taking into account the experiences their cohort will have had during 

this period. We are acutely aware that while some children had the opportunity to return to 

school, it was under circumstances that are completely different to a normal school day. We 

absolutely want to ensure that your children’s mental health and wellbeing are looked after 

during this time. We will work with individuals or families to support and signpost to 

support as needed.  

Health 

It is now more important than ever to ensure that you only send your child to school if they 

are well enough to attend. We would ask parents to be prudent in their assessment of their 

child’s health at this time – if your child requires medication in the form of ‘Calpol’ or other 

non-prescribed pain relief 24 hours before the start of the school day, then they should not 

be sent to school. We would appreciate full compliance with this request in other to keep 

our entire community safe. Please be mindful that the situation continues to be ever 

evolving but regular updates will hopefully keep you fully informed.  

Lunch 

If your child receives a school lunch, please ensure that it has been ordered via parent pay 

or alternatively provide your own healthy packed lunch. School lunches must be paid for a 

half term in advance. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Peter Blewett 

Senior Consultant 

 


