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Friday 2nd July  2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I wonder how many of you are enjoying the Euros this month?  I am enjoying, not just the 

football but the celebration of Europe joining together for the greater good.  It is great to 

see our footballers uniting over educating young people on hate crime. Hope United, 

sponsored by BT is an initiative set up to teach people digital skills to tackle online hate. 

Please see the link here https://bthopeunited.com/ and a reminder that our Safeguarding 

team led by Mrs Bullen, are here at school for your children if they want to talk about 

something that doesn't feel right.  

 

Primary Update 

We have missed having all primary children in school together this week and we cannot wait 

until everyone returns to school on Monday.  It has been very impressive to see the way in 

which children and staff have quickly adapted to switching to remote learning once more.  It 

has been a reminder to us all to wash our hands regularly and ensure adults in the 

household are testing themselves regularly.  Year Six were very excited to hear their prom 

will go ahead in two weeks’ time.  More details will be shared with Year Six in due course, 

but in the meanwhile, dig out your dancing shoes.    

 

Good News 

Our careers programme continues to be a great success. Not only did our Year 10s enjoy 
their virtual work experience last week but our Year 9s went through to the Prince’s Trust 
Enterprise Challenge finals. We are hugely proud of Mr Barnston and our Year 9 Students . 
Although they did not win, Mr Barnston reported that their innovative idea for an LQTBQ+ 
APP was pitched really well. It was a great opportunity to gain confidence and experience as 
Grove Quality Talkers.  
 
Mental Health 

The wellbeing and mental health of children remains an important focus for all schools 

nationally. PSHE lessons continue to raise awareness of this, equip students with strategies 

and signpost where they can access help both in and out of school. We are delighted that 

Grove Academy has been selected as a Mental Health Training host school and we can 

continue this important work.  

 

https://bthopeunited.com/
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Our Specialist Curriculum 

Our students are really enjoying their new space, and I am thrilled with the opportunity it is 

affording them.  Students in creative subjects such as Design and Technology and Art are 

now well underway with producing work towards their final non examined assessment. 

Students in Design and Technology will be designing products which can be used outdoors 

and must be made of materials such as wood, metal and plastics. This work will contribute 

to up to 80% of the final mark awarded for these subjects and will require students to 

commit fully to the work so that it can be completed to an excellent standard and get them 

the best possible assessment outcomes for these GCSEs. 

  

 

A big well done to 9O, especially Oktawian for team work and helping others! We 

discovered this week that our students are very skilled at clay. Enjoy Oktawian's clay work 

below!: 

 

   

Below are some pictures of great learning in action.  
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Young Writing Competition 

This week we were excited to receive the latest issue from the Spine-Chillers book series in 

the post as it included a short horror story written by our very own Aizah Yasir in Year 7. 

Aizah’s story was selected and chosen for the book as part of the 2021 Young Writers 

Competition which includes creative writing work from students in lots of other schools 

nationally. 

 

A Principal’s Certificate was especially rewarded for this achievement today. A huge 

congratulations to Aizah for her creative writing excellence! 
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Secondary Sport Days 

Whilst it is a very great shame that our Sports Day cannot take place at Thames Valley 
Athletics Track, on site events have been organised and mmedals have been ordered! Due 
to COVID-19, Sports Day will be an inter year competition as follows.  Our staff can’t wait to 
cheer on proceedings!  

• Year 7 will take place during Periods 1 and 2 on Wednesday 7th of July  
• Year 8 will take place during Periods 4 and 5 on Wednesday 7th of July  
• Year 9 will take place during Periods 1 and 2 on Thursday 8th July  
• Year 10 will take place during Periods 4 and 5 on Thursday 8th July 

Mr Barnston will send out further details at the start of this week.  

Sexual harassment In Schools 

The Grove Safeguarding Team are part of a local network of schools who are working 

together in response to the Ofsted review on Sexual Harassment in Schools document.  At 

Grove we are committed to challenging inappropriate behaviours and attitudes and 

educating our school community so that all students feel comfortable and safe. As the 

government has outlined, this is a huge piece of work which schools alone cannot 

tackle.  Our community partner work is an important part of our practice to this end,  PC 

Sloane has begun working with children and families around consent to establish a clear 

understanding of respect and boundaries.  The first of her assemblies to the children on the 

topic of sexual harassment started much needed dialogues and were well-received by Year 

9. If you or your child has a concern, please email safeguarding@groveacademy.co.uk. In 

school, our pastoral team are available throughout the day to support your son/daughter. 

Recognising success 

Celebration assemblies and presentations are held in tutor time on Fridays.  The students 

tell us this means a lot to them.  We have had an impressive number of achievements points 

(649!) awarded this week 192 achievement points were awarded for excellent effort, 164 

for active learners and 56 for being prepared.  Next week, we will focus on recognising our 

Grove 5 Critical Connectors where children connect their current to its previous foundations 

and to the world around them. All of these achievements will contribute towards our final 

end of year assemblies and awards. 

 

Finally - well done to our restaurant catering team who came out of their inspection with 

top marks and five stars. Ray Villeret, our Trust Catering Manager is looking forward to 

collaborating with the Student parliament on next year’s menus. 

 

Have a happy weekend. 

Mrs Wismayer 

Principal 

Grove Academy 

mailto:safeguarding@groveacademy.co.uk

