
Grove Academy is part of the SASH Education Trust, which is a charitable company limited by guarantee.  Company No 07956692. 

Registered in England and Wales.  Registered Offices: Grove Academy, Ladbrooke Road, Chalvey SL1 2SR   

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                          
 

Friday 12th February 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

We have reached the end of this chilly half term and I would like to thank you again for your 

support of Grove’s remote learning. I know so many of you have been working hard with 

your own jobs, and juggling family commitments alongside motivating and supervising your 

children so that they continue to learn and make progress. I hope you feel that your child’s 

teachers and support staff have been on hand to help you as and when needed.  

  

Our staff have been checking in with hundreds of calls, video appointments and home visits 

to keep our Grove community safe, well and connected. We have very much appreciated all 

of you who have expressed your thanks and support for our teachers who are working so 

very hard for the children. If you need us, then please call us.  

  

It is our commitment to work through this challenging time together and we will do 

everything we can to help and support you. We have been very impressed with the 

children’s successes, their engagement, adaptability and resilience and it has been a delight 

to recognise this in lessons, tutor periods and assembles this term.  

 

We await the government’s announcement about the relaxation of the lockdown measures 

which we expect to be made in the week commencing the 22nd February. We will of course 

update you on the announcements as soon as we know anything. 

 

This week has been busy for our Grove learning community. Please see highlights from both 

primary and secondary below. 

 

Primary 

Primary continues to see excellent engagement in learning, and this will stand the children 

in excellent stead for their return. This week we also held our first virtual primary assembly 

and celebrated some amazing work from the children. Certificates are being posted to those 

that were recognised by class teachers.  We have also celebrated attendance and have been 

busy writing certificates for the children that have attended every live session since the start 

of term.  We hope this positive attitude to learning continues after half term.   
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This week Mr Taylor delivered his first live Fitness session and it was great to see so many 

people attending. Move over Joe Wicks. Mr Taylor's fancy dress costume made us all smile 

as we tried our hardest to keep up! Parents are very welcome to join in with these sessions! 

  

Secondary 

Secondary have been forging ahead with remote learning lessons to make sure our students 

are on track. Remote learning attendance has risen to our highest level to date! I am 

delighted to see that Year 7 have been the year group with the biggest improvement! Year 

10 have demonstrated an impressive commitment to their learning and top the leader 

board for engagement as they continue to prepare for their GCSEs. It is wonderful to see 

them taking their learning so seriously and taking advantage of every opportunity for 

success. Well done to you all!  Parent Cloud sessions have been a great success and we hope 

you have valued the opportunity to check in with tutors and teachers and let us know of 

your children’s successes and of any support you need.   

Please see the attached link for a guide to Show My 

Homework.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F30QjzZnSeY 

  

Careers planning 

Building on last week’s success of the Year 9 learning to Work GCSE options preparation 

session, we continue to plan for our career’s pathways. Ms Whelan and her tutor team are 

arranging for Year 10 work experience. 1-1 sessions with all students will help them focus on 

their goals and aspirations for the future. This will be followed up with talks from local 

businesses and industry representatives to develop students’ understanding of the skills and 

qualifications required by different roles in the sectors they are interested in. We have a 

virtual back up plan should face to face sessions do not go ahead so that our students 

receive the advice and guidance to plan their futures. We also have further sessions planned 

next term for our Year 9 students. 

  

Please see below for the following points of information: 

  

Lunches 

Students who are attending our onsite provision have been our lucky trial diners at Grove’s 

new restaurant this half term. We have offered free lunches to our tasters and taken their 

feedback to inform our new menus. After half term, on site students who are not entitled to 

free school meals will need to pay for breakfast/lunch.  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F30QjzZnSeY
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The office will be sending a letter to those students who need to arrange payment through 

ParentPay ahead of their return after the break. We will send more information to all 

students about how to pay for lunches ahead of a return to school so please watch out for 

this communication if you would like your child to purchase lunch in the Grove restaurant. 

All children entitled to Universal Free School Meals and Free School Meals will of course 

continue to receive a lunch without payment. 

  

We recognise that, as a result of the pandemic, people’s circumstances may have changed. 

If you think you may be entitled to Free School Meals, please follow this link to apply and 

see if you are eligible. If you need support completing the application, please call the school 

office who will be happy to help.  

  

https://www.slough.gov.uk/education-help-financial-support/free-school-

meals/4?documentId=229&categoryId=20134  

  

Year 9 options information 

Please see the attached letter from Ms Dannatt, Curriculum Lead, regarding Year 9 options. 

  

Have and safe and happy break.   

  

Best wishes 

  

Ms Wismayer  
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