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Friday 14th May 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
I hope this finds you well.  For those families in our community celebrating Eid, may the 
magic of this Eid brings you lots of happiness into your lives. 
  
Primary Pyjamarama 

On Friday, primary children were invited to wear pyjamas to school to raise money for 
BookTrust.  This is the UK's largest reading charity which is dedicated to getting children 
reading each year.  During the day, children and teachers demonstrated they were 
relentless readers, and enjoyed celebrating a range of books in their classrooms.   
  
Class Assemblies 

Year Five were the first class to perform a class assembly last Friday and they did a 
wonderful job of sharing their learning with Year Six.  All children in Year Five participated in 
the assembly and they spoke clearly and confidently to the audience.  Their beautiful 
artwork linked to their poetry was displayed in the hall during the assembly.   
  
School Meals 

All children from Reception to Year Two are entitled to a free school meal, and we strongly 
encourage you to take up this offer. If you think your child may be eligible for Free School 
Meals, please contact the School Office office@groveacademy.co.uk The meals are 
prepared onsite and are not only nutritious, but also very tasty.  If your child is in Year Three 
upwards, please ensure there is sufficient money on their Parentpay account so they are 
able to order a meal at school. 
  
Student Parliament 

Our secondary student parliament is already making positive contributions to our school 
community.  As promised, please find attached photos of our Secondary student parliament 
members.   
  

New appointments 

We have been busy interviewing all week to extend our leadership team as the school 
grows. Our student parliament formed a key part of the panels and did a fantastic job! They 
conducted themselves impeccably and proved themselves to be highly skilled in 
interviewing our candidates. I am delighted to announce the following new appointments at 
Grove to take effect from September: 
  

• Mrs Bullen has been appointed as Vice Principal with responsibility for Primary.  
• Mrs Dannatt has been appointed to the role of Vice Principal for Secondary. She will 

lead on curriculum and assessment.  
• Mr Clawson will join us in September as a second Vice Principal leading on behaviour 

and personal development. 
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We will publish a full list of new staff joining the Grove team this term. 
  
Covid safety- Keeping school open 

You will have read much about concern around the new variants of Covid nationally. 
Surge testing is taking place in neighbouring localities to support families, along with the 
availability of  lateral flow home test kits. Some schools have seen positive cases over the 
course of this week and we would ask you to support the school and community safety by 
continuing to test twice weekly and reporting results to track and trace NHS. Please also 
report positive results to the school. 
  
Social distancing rules are set to relax on Monday and we will all be watching the impact of 
this on infection rates.  Our priority is safety and keeping school open so that children can 
continue face to face learning. Along with many other local schools, we have taken the 
decision to continue mask wearing for secondary students until 28th May at which time we 
will review protocols. 
  
Chewing gum 

Now that we have our wonderful school building, we are committed to maintaining a smart 
and clean learning environment. There have been a small number of students who have 
brought chewing gum to school. This is not allowed on site. Please remind your 
son/daughter of this rule. 
  
Attendance 

We continue to report attendance to the local authority and to the Department for 
Education. Attendance is mandatory. This means that your child must be in school unless 
unwell. If there are specific circumstances why your child cannot attend, you must contact 
the school office and complete a request for absence form if appropriate. If your child’s 
attendance falls  below 96% you will receive a notification from the school attendance 
officer and will be invited to a meeting where you will need to provide details for this 
absence. The school must inform the local authority of instances where attendance is 
unsatisfactory. 
  
Medical Appointments 

The school expects medical appointments to be made outside of school ours where 
possible. Should it not be possible to make such arrangements, please contact the school 
attendance officer who will require confirmation and proof of appointment sent to 
attendance@groveacademy.co.uk before 7.30 am on the day of the appointment. 
  
Learn to Work 

Year 9 had a successful Enterprise day and the Learn to Work staff were very impressed with 
the business ideas and the confident pitching from the students. Our students worked 
extremely well in their teams, and demonstrated excellent cooperation and business 
skills.  We are excited that some of our students may have the opportunity to represent 
Grove Academy and compete in the regional Prince's Trust enterprise finals against other 
schools. 
  
Happiness! 
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To celebrate Mental Health Awareness Week, we would like to provide all our parents with 
a Happiness toolkit packed with lots of fun resources and activities for students to work 
through at home. The kit also contains details about the Happiness Challenge. The  

 

Happiness Challenge runs over 5 days and teaches life-skills and introduces children to the 
positive benefits of journalling and mindfulness. Click the link below to download your 
toolkit: 

download Happiness here! 
  
Have a safe and happy weekend. 
  
Ms Wismayer 
 

http://gm.edukit.org.uk/x/d?c=12850453&l=8558c5db-cd25-4a26-a7c0-6ab3c0ab9a07&r=ffe127ee-d446-43b4-9edf-fe4cdec561e3

