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Friday 22nd January 2021 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope that you and your children are well and that your children are engaging actively in 

their online lessons. We have seen some wonderful learning this week from the Reception 

classes who made spectacular castles from a range of materials (including glitter), to Year 

10's completing GCSE preparatory learning. Thank you for supporting us to ensure your child 

continues to make progress during this time.  For the small number of students who are not 

engaging with the online learning, class teachers or the Head of Year will be contacting you 

next week to see how we can provide support.  It is an expectation that all children 

participate in all aspects of their timetable.  This includes attending live lessons, assemblies 

and tutor time (for secondary) and completing independent work.    

 

Please see the following points of information below: 

 

Keeping Safe Online 

Your child will inevitably be spending much more time online so it is important that you talk 

to your child about how they can keep themselves safe.  We have covered a range of e-

safety topics in school and copies of e-safety guidance can be found on our website here 

http://www.groveacademy.co.uk/1104/e-safety  

  

Non screen time is important and we strongly encourage children to take a break from their 

screens, exercise safely and enjoy some family time. 

 

Reading  

With libraries closed and schools only open for a limited number of pupils, now more than 

ever books continue to play an important part in not only providing escapism but helping 

children understand the world around them.  

  

Audible. https://stories.audible.com/start-listen 

As the site says, stories help. They entertain. They teach. They keep young minds active, 

alert and engaged. For as long as schools are closed, pupils can stream audible’s collection 

http://www.groveacademy.co.uk/1104/e-safety
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen
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of stories, including titles across eight different languages.  All stories are free to stream on 

your desktop, laptop, phone or tablet. 

  

Book Clubs in Schools: https://bookclubsinschools.org/blog/ 

The Book Clubs in Schools website has recordings of Instagram Lives with leading YA and 

children’s authors including Patrice Lawrence, Alex Wheatle, Amanda Li, Tom Palmer and 

Lisa Thompson and suggestions of books for children to read during lockdown. You can 

follow BCiS on Twitter, Instagram and Facebook where they share advice about promoting 

reading for pleasure. 

  

International Children’s Digital Library: http://en.childrenslibrary.org/index.shtml 

A website full of downloadable books from around the world in different languages. It's 

quick and easy to use, and you can instantly read the books. Many are aimed at younger 

children but the dual language ones could be useful for EAL students. 

 

Year 9 preparation for options choices 

We are delighted to offer sessions from Learning to Work to prepare our students for their 

GCSE options choices. Students will participate in a virtual workshop on Monday 25th 

January during the school day. This workshop will support students to make an impartial 

and informed decision regarding their GCSE options and meet business volunteers to bring 

GCSE and career choices to life. 

 

As ever, we are here to support and help as best we can. If you would like to speak to a 

member of staff or need help with accessing online learning, please phone the school office 

on 01753 517359 who will respond to your query within 48 hours or arrange for the 

relevant staff member to call you back. 

 

Stay safe and have a happy weekend. 

 

Natalie Wismayer 

  

Grove Academy 
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