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Friday 26th March 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
  
 It has been another busy week at Grove Academy.  We are all now settled into our new 
space and are beginning to see the impact of our new learning environment. One area that 
we are particularly proud of is our new Design Technology area.  Mr Styles’ GCSE group have 
done a great job in setting up their new space and are now busy cracking on with their 
design work for their GCSE. 
  

 
  
Attendance 
You would have seen from my communication last week that attendance is now mandatory. 
This means that all students are expected to attend school on time every day. We will 
work with the local authority to address any attendance that falls below the expected 
standard. Please support the work our teachers and staff are doing to give your child the 
best opportunity of success.  
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Holidays during term time will not be authorised unless in exceptional circumstances. In 
such cases an application to the Principal will need to be made in advance of booking and 
supporting documentation provided. If you need to discuss your child’s attendance record, 
please contact the school office to request a call from our attendance leads. 
  
Uniform 
In my update last week, I requested that you reinforce Grove Academy’s high expectations. 
Full school uniform and appropriate footwear must be worn to school every day. If there are 
any specific circumstances around your child, please contact your child’s head of year for 
secondary or your child’s class teacher for primary. Secondary students will be given a 
detention if their uniform is not worn correctly. You will receive a communication from the 
office if they are required to do a stay after school. 
  
Red nose day and charity work 
Part of being an active citizen is supporting your local community and the wider population 
through charity events.  Red Nose Day is a tradition that Grove Academy is proud to 
support, and we are thankful to those students that supported this initiative last week. The 
student parliament will be debating which charities the school commits to supporting in the 
future and how we can raise funds as responsible and caring citizens. 
  
Health and Safety 
COVID measures continue to be in place around the school.  All secondary students should 
bring a minimum of one clean mask to school every day as this will always need to be 
worn inside.  They may need to bring a spare if they are using disposable masks which after 
time can become damp with use. Please remind your children to maintain social distancing 
and to not congregate around the local vicinity. 
 
We have received further communication from residents and other community members 
about parents dropping children at the school entrances and causing unnecessary 
congestion. Aside from presenting a health and safety hazard for our children as they leave 
the premises, it is also an upsetting inconvenience to our local neighbours.  
 
We expect most of our secondary students to be able to travel to school independently 
using the enhanced bus service the local authority has provided or to walk or cycle. 
  
Secondary student parliament 
At Grove we are committed to citizenship and leadership.  Being an active member of school 
and wider community is a tenet of the school’s vision.  To that end we are thrilled that we 
can once again activate our student parliament at Secondary.  Application forms are being 
written and we look forward to sharing the results. Please encourage your child to be a part 
of the decision-making forum within our school and to take on the positive leadership role 
of representing their peers. 
  
Year 7 Parents’ Evening 
We saw an excellent turnout for our virtual Year 7 parents’ evening this week. Any parents 
who were unable to book appointments should contact the school office 
office@groveacademy.co.uk to request a call from the relevant subject teacher to discuss 
their child’s progress.  
  
Our Teaching and Learning charter, The Grove 5, supports our teachers in creating the right 
climate for learning.  I am pleased to have seen so many active learners around the school 
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on my travels; children who are really committed to improving their work and taking risks in 
their learning.   
 
As this unusual term comes to an end, we have our sights set on maintaining and developing 
these high standards of learning to ensure all reach their potential.  Where learning 
behaviour falls short of our high standards, we will be working with you and your child to 
ensure they get back on track in a swift and purposeful manner.  We have a wonderful new 
building now, and I look forward to seeing our children rise up to the challenges ahead with 
confidence and positivity.  
  
Have a safe and happy weekend. 
  
Ms Wismayer 
  

 


