
 

The SASH Education Trust 

Update for Parents and Carers  

 
End of Year 2019-20 

As we reach the final week of the school year, I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank you all for your support during the course of the academic year, and especially 

during the last 4 months which have been unlike any we have ever known in 

education and wider society.  We know that it has not been easy for many parents 

and carers to have to provide support for your children’s education at home whilst 

juggling other complexities, including your own work in many cases, and we sincerely 

hope that what we have provided for our learners has helped.  There will be a 

significant focus on re-connection and recovery in the first weeks of the new academic 

year to ensure that the emphasis is on supporting staff and students to return to 

schools re-opening fully in September. 

Learners who are leaving inc. Exam Results 

Schools will be in touch separately about the arrangements for results days for Year 

11 which sadly we think will have to be partly virtual and with a limited face to face 

service.  We would like to take this opportunity to wish all learners well who will leave 

the Trust at the end of this academic year and hope that you will take happy 

memories with you. 

Covid-19 Summer Food Fund 

The Covid-19 Summer Food Fund is the temporary extension of the free school meals 

scheme to provide supermarket vouchers for eligible families to cover the summer 

holidays.  Please continue to access them in the usual way.   

Trip Refunds 2019-20 and Trips 2020-21 

We are still processing claims for trip refunds and will provide them to parents and 

carers as soon as possible.  Further claims continue to be approved by our insurers so 

refunds are on their way.  Please bear with us and we will get the money to you as 

soon as we can.  Current guidance for schools is not to book trips for 2020-21 so we 

are exercising caution in our planning at this stage. 



 

 

Plans for September Onwards 

Following the publication of the guidance from the Government recently, the Trust, 

governors and school senior leaders have been working hard with colleagues to try to 

work out how our schools can welcome all children back in September, ensuring that 

the safety and well-being of children and staff is the highest priority.  This will 

inevitably mean that we have to do things differently from normal.   

 

In summary, the larger the school, the more complex the arrangements will need to 

be.  When transport issues and site-specific concerns are factored in, it is going to be 

very challenging for some schools within the Trust.  We are in the midst of detailed 

planning which will lead to the completion of risk assessments for all schools.  All 

plans will, of course, need to be approved before they can be shared.  As the start of 

term is still approx. 7 weeks away, and a lot could change in relation to Covid-19 and 

guidance for schools between now and then, there will have to be further planning 

and communication with you during the school holiday in readiness. 

 

The guidance from the Government can be found here.  The guidance is not over-

prescriptive and leaves room for interpretation which has been both helpful and 

challenging!  It is important to note that attending school will return to being 

compulsory from September and the usual processes will be re-introduced to support 

full attendance.  If you are worried about being able to attend in September, please 

contact your child’s school to discuss this as soon as possible. 

 

We will start the new school year with 2 training days for staff on Tuesday 1st and 

Wednesday 2nd September.   

Arrangements for Primary Learners for September 

Years 1-6 will return to school full-time on Thursday 3rd September.  Reception will be 

introduced in smaller groups over a period of time which is the normal practice. Each 

school will be in touch about site-specific arrangements and these will address some 

of the major challenges which include staggered start and finish times and separate 

entry and exit points for different year groups or Key Stages; and details of different 

break and lunch arrangements.  Schools will also work in single class or year group 

bubbles for safety purposes.  In order to be able to offer full provision, some staff 

willneed to work across bubbles, as covered in the Government guidance. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


 

Arrangements for Secondary Learners for September 

In all Trust secondary settings Year 7 and Year 12 will return to school on Thursday 

3rd September with other year groups coming soon after. Individual schools will decide 

on these arrangements. This is to ensure that all learners are given a full induction 

into new arrangements and to allow time for Year 7 students in particular to settle 

into school having had none of the usual transition experience in preparation for 

September.  Depending on site and transport issues, schools will be operating year 

group bubbles (Post 16 are likely to be one bubble); physical zoning within the school 

to keep bubbles apart; shift systems for break and lunchtimes; different entrances for 

year groups and Key Stages; and staggered start and finish times.   

 

All schools will endeavour to provide a full curriculum but there will be less opportunity 

for practical learning, for safety reasons, so there is likely to be more emphasis on 

teacher demonstration in some subjects.  In order to be able to offer full provision, 

some staff will need to work across bubbles, as covered in the Government 

guidance.  Each school will be in touch with its families to share outline plans with 

more detailed information to follow in due course. 

 

Emergency Contact 

Continue to e-mail your child’s school.  Their e-mail address is:  

office@groveacademy.co.uk or office@dittonparkacademy.co.uk. This will be 

monitored but please do not expect an immediate response over the summer break as 

staff are also being encouraged to have a rest. 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  Please stay safe and well during the school 

break. 

 

With very best wishes, 

Nick Caulfield 

Executive Principal 

The SASH Education Trust 

13 July 2020 
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