
 

SUBJECT: English                                   CLASS: Year 8 

TOPIC: Reading & Writing 

Week number: 1  

 Title: And When Did You Last See Your Father 
Lesson 1  

1. Read the short story   
2. Pick a descriptive word from the text, write it down and use a thesaurus to write down five 

synonyms and antonyms for that word. 
3. Re-read the story, pick out 10 words that you feel are powerful words and that you could use 

in your own writing. 
4. How does the story hook you in at the beginning? Make a list of words or phrases that you 

feel are effective in making you want to read on. 
5. Draw and label a character or a setting from a description in the story. 
 

Lesson 2 
1. Choose a descriptive passage and make a list of examples of vivid imagery – similes, 

metaphors, alliteration, powerful verbs, adjectives and adverbs etc 
2. Choose a key moment in the story and change the event.  
3. Re-write a section from the story as a play script. 
4. Think of 5 questions you would like to ask one of the characters. Then write their answers as 

if you were that character. 
 

Lesson 3 
1. List the words and phrases used to create an atmosphere, such as ‘scary’ or ‘spookiness’ 

‘tension’ ‘relaxed’ etc 
2. Write about what a character might be thinking or feeling at different stages of the story. You 

could write it in the first person or in a speech bubble. 
3. Predict what might happen when you are part way through a story. Write your prediction in 

the form of a story plan in boxes. 
4. Write about a memory or experience of your own that is similar to something you have read 

in your story.  
 

Lesson 4 
1. Write an interview or conversation between you and the main character in the story. Be sure 

you write detailed responses for the character. 
2. Finish this idea: “I love the way the author…” Be complete and give examples to support your 

opinion.  
3. How did the story make you feel? Explain. 
4. Who else should read the story and why? Who shouldn’t read the story and why? 
5. Write a letter to someone telling them about the story and your opinion of it. 

 

Resources required: 

 Lined paper or Home Learning book  

 Short story - And When Did You Last See Your Father 
 


